
Year 6 Class Newsletter:  Spring Term 2020 

Happy New Year! I hope that you all enjoyed the Christmas holidays and had a very relaxing break. 

Thank you so much for your lovely and ever-so-generous Christmas gifts which were enormously 

appreciated.  

Important dates: 

Thursday 16th January – Year 6 assembly 

Thursday 5th March – World Book Day 

Tuesday 10th March – Thames Explorer trip, Chiswick Pier 

 

This term, the children will be studying the following: 

 

English: 

We will begin the term by using the story of the Titanic as a stimulus for writing descriptions, diaries 

and recounts a newspaper report and an explanation text. We will then use our class novel, Journey to 

the River Sea, to write in role through letters and diary entries; to write descriptions, information 

reports and a balanced argument. These tasks, which cover a wide range of fiction and non-fiction 

genres, will give the children the opportunity to write regularly at length and then to be able to review, 

edit and improve their own work.  

Throughout the term, we will continue to look closely at grammar terminology and revise the 

different word classes so that we can use them effectively in our writing. We will also practise 

developing our sentence structures and using higher-level punctuation and we will continue practising 

our spellings and revising spelling rules.  

Maths:  

The children will be learning about the following concepts: 

Decimals, percentages, algebra, measurements including length, time, mass, volume and capacity; 

converting between units of measurement; perimeter and area; ratio and proportion; averages; pie 

charts and line graphs.  

Throughout these topics, we will be practising our arithmetic at every given opportunity and 

developing our ‘using and applying’ skills and mathematical reasoning. 

Science: This term, we will study two topics:  

1. Light – In this unit, the children will identify sources of light and revise that light travels in 

straight lines and know that opaque objects form shadows. They will understand that in order 

for us to be able to see, light needs to enter the eye. In addition, the children will investigate 

light reflection and refraction; the speed of light and learn that white light is made up of many 

colours. 

2. Electricity - In this topic, the children will revise and build upon on their learning of 

electricity from Year 4. They will explore how our understanding of electricity has changed 

over time; be able to draw circuit diagrams using the correct symbols and labelling the 

voltage correctly; and decide which variables to control when planning a scientific enquiry. 

Religious Education:  



First half term: Exploring the Mass – In this unit, the children will learn about the different parts of 

the Mass and the symbolism involved.  

Second half term: Jesus, the Messiah – In this unit, the children will learn about Jesus as the Messiah 

and what this mean for us. In preparation for Easter, they will analyse the events of Holy Week in 

depth. 

Geography:  

The Water Cycle and Rivers – The children will learn how rivers are formed and be able to name and 

identify the key features of rivers. They will then use atlases and a range of resources to learn about 

rivers throughout the world. They will consider their similarities and differences and how they can be 

affected by pollution. 

Computing:   

We will start the term with a reminder of the importance of e-safety. The children will watch some 

related videos and will take part in a class discussion about the importance of staying safe online. 

After that, they will use ‘Espresso Coding’ to design, write and debug programs. The children will 

also test and edit programs that accomplish given goals, (simple computer 'game' or model or 

simulation), to solve problems. They will also find and collect information and use databases linked to 

their work in Geography. They will use software effectively to create, design and manipulate for 

purposeful outcomes, such as research projects. Throughout the term, the children will also develop 

their vocabulary related to computing terminology. 

Art:   

This term Year 6 will focus on their skills in Design Technology as they make ‘moving models’ of 

animals’ to complement our class novel ‘Journey to the River Sea’. They will also make periscopes, 

relating to our Science topic of Light. In Art, the children’s topic will be ‘People in Motion’, in which 

they will analyse early moving images and also the fine art of Degas and Keith Haring. 

PE: This term, the children will have a Street Dance session every Thursday. 

 
Homework: Homework will be set on Wednesday and will be due on Monday. Children will be 

given English and Maths tasks every week and they may be given additional practice or topic too. 

Spelling lists will be given for the children to learn for a test the following Monday.  

All children will be asked to read for at least 20 minutes at home each night.  

All children must be fully secure in the rapid recall of their times tables up to 12 x 12, as well as 

identifying related division facts and square and cubed numbers.  

The children should try to complete homework as independently as possible, but please do support 

them if they need help. We will be reviewing their answers in class. If you notice that your child is 

struggling with a particular concept, please do let me know so that I can ensure we go over it again to 

help them.  

Please do talk to me if you have any questions or concerns about anything at all. I am here to help and 

want the very best for your children. 

Kindest regards,  Miss Sinclair   


