
Reception Curriculum Letter  

Spring Term January - April 2020 

Dear Parents,  

Our second term already! Firstly a huge well done to all the children for working so hard during the 

Autumn Term, they have settled in beautifully and are following daily routines, showing excellent 

behaviour and learning new things every day. Secondly, thank you for all your support with the reading 

and encouragement towards your children. Children will always thrive in a positive and kind environment 

and together we can give that. This Spring term our topic is Unusual Creatures and we are starting straight 

away with the fantastic world of Dinosaurs. Concentrating mainly on non-fiction texts, we will meet Andy 

who will guide us through our Dinosaur adventure. There will be a brief pause to celebrate Chinese New 

Year with all the stories, songs and of course food.  

 

After Half-Term we’ll continue with our topic but with fictional creatures, starting with the well loved 

Gruffalo and some other strange characters. Easter celebrations will bring our Spring term to a close, with 

even more celebrations of the resurrection and maybe the odd egg hunt. 

 

The children will be continuing their learning and development in key skills in each of the following areas 

listed below through a range of carpet sessions, focus group work and independent choice. 

Kind Regards, 

Mrs Yepes and Mrs D’Aiuto 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

We are getting to know Jesus more in the first Half term, learning about what he was like as a little boy 
and meeting some of his friends known as his disciples. Through stories, role-play and songs we will 
learn how Jesus was a good friend and he would want us to be a good friend to others. We will read 
stories of how he looked after others in times of need and performed miracles. 
 
 In the second Half term, we will be focussing on the story of Easter and Jesus’s relationship with his 
friend Peter. We talk about the sorrow and joy that the celebration brings.  Please refer to the separate 
RE curriculum newsletter for further information.  
 

PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT (PSED) 

As the children have settled in Reception, we are focussing more on listening and being kind to each 
other. One of our class rules is kind hands, kind feet and kind words with the last one being one of the 
most important. Being a good friend is listening and talking kindly to people, we will be encouraging to 
play with new friends and building up to team activities.  

Sharing is always tricky but being able to share is doubling their fun as they get to play with a friend – we 
will be rewarding children for acts of kindness and being a good friend in class to act as role models to 
others. Continue to talk to your child about how they are feeling and help them to resolve any conflicts 
by using their words to talk about their frustrations rather than getting upset. Many of our children are 
very lucky to have ‘play-dates’ please continue to do this as friendships blossom with time outside of 
school as well. 

 



PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT (PD) 

To ensure that all the children can start writing more we will continue with fine motor exercises, 
encouraging correct pencil grip and improving size and letter formation. During P.E this half-term we 
are focusing on throwing and catching, starting off with the basics of looking and being ready with 
beanbags building up to balls. Moving on we will be looking at how we kick and receive balls leading into 
simple ball games. We will also be talking more about the importance of physical exercise and why we 
need it be healthy. A visit from our school nurse will teach us even more about the importance of 
personal hygiene making sure that we are washing our hands to stop any germs. Please continue 
supporting your child’s independence ensuring they are dressing and undressing themselves. We are so 
proud of the progress they have made since the beginning of the year and they are very pleased with 
themselves as well. 

COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE (C&L) 

The children had lots of practise of speaking in public during the Autumn Term with their assembly, the 
Nativity and Show and Tell. We will have another assembly in the 2nd part of Spring Term and Show and 
Tell will return then. During Show and Tell and when reading and listening to stories we will be focussing 
on answering how and why questions with full sentences to ensure understanding.  

Also a focus on speaking in the correct tense e.g. I am going to the park, I went to the park. We will listen 
to more stories without pictures to develop our listening skills and to encourage use of our imagination. 
Please support your child at home by correcting tenses, keep encouraging them to speak in full 
sentences and read stories or listen to online stories without pictures (I personally enjoyed Paddington 
audio books available on Youtube). 

MATHEMATICS (MATHS) 

Now the children have a good understanding of numbers we will use them more in our maths 
investigations. We will start the Spring term looking at measurement; what we measure and how we 
measure it, looking specifically at length and weight. Using cubes, rulers and balancing scales, we will 
learn how to record our measurements to compare objects. 
We will be looking at 3D shapes and learning their names and how we can recognise them around us. 
With our greater understanding of number we will be adding and subtracting learning how to count on 
and back and for an added challenge doubling and halving. 
 
The children will learn how to measure short periods of time and talk more about the how long certain 
activities take. Finally, we will introduce money by recognising coins and talking more about the value of 
objects. To support your child with their maths talk to them about things you measure at home, cooking 
together is a great way to do this. Ask children to estimate: How many do you think there are? How long 
do you think it will take? 
 

LITERACY (LIT) 

We completed Set 1 sounds in the Autumn term following the R.W.I programme so we will be focussing 
on Set 2 and revision of the ‘special friends’ in Set 1. This is when 2 sounds together make 1 e.g. th, sh, 
ch. We will be practising daily reading and writing of these sounds along with common tricky (red) 
words, so the children become more independent readers and writers. Regular challenges will be set for 
the children to start writing more than 1 word together to build up to a simple sentence. The special 
friends will be coming home once they have been taught and we will continue to send home reading 
books twice a week.  
As children build on fluency then please ask them simple comprehension questions: Who was in the 
book? What happened when? What was your favourite part? A lot of effort goes into sounding out the 
words and sometimes meaning can be lost so this is good way to check if they understand what they are 
reading. We will be reading lots of non-fiction books during our dinosaur topic and talking about how 
they are different to our storybooks. In the second part of the term, we will be learning all about unusual 
creatures starting with a favourite – The Gruffalo. 
 



 

Tapestry – Learning Journals 

Thank you to everyone that has shared such wonderful pictures from home of their children’s learning, we 

love to see them and the children love sharing them in class. Please do speak to us if you are having 

trouble accessing the website or are unsure how to upload photos. 

Home Learning Books 

The Home Learning Books have been upgraded and a weekly homework will now be set on a Friday to be 

back by the following Wednesday. The home learning is designed for you to work with your child to 

discuss their learning and see how they are progressing. Please resist the urge to ‘do it for them’ as we 

love to see the child’s sounding out or working out even if it’s not quite right. 

 

 

       

 

 

  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD (KUW) 

Dinosaurs are our first big topic in the Spring Term – learning all about a time long, long ago. We will be 
studying the different types of dinosaurs and asking important questions; what they looked like? How 
they moved? What they ate? Most importantly, why they are not here anymore? Dinosaurs are a great 
topic for the children to ask many questions about how we find out things that are not around anymore. 
Also a trip to the Natural History museum to see the size of some of those amazing animals. Of course, 
we will continue to celebrate exploring different traditions with Chinese New Year and a very exciting 
trip to China Town. Continuing from our learning about Autumn, we will be looking closely at the 
change into winter and then into Spring focussing on differences between the seasons. In I.C.T, the 
children will be learning how to type and become more independent accessing websites and we will be 
talking about how we stay safe when we use the internet. 

EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN (EAD) 

As the children’s creative skills grow and they become, more confident in using different tools we will be 
encouraging them to try new techniques or combine ones that they know to create their own designs. 
There will be more of a focus on planning, taking time and care into their creations first so they know 
what they need and how they are going to make it so they can feel proud of the end result. In the 
classroom, we always provide a range of small world creatures, people and transport so the children can 
use their imagination to play with others using the language they have learnt at school. We will continue 
to learn new songs and dances and try to make up some new ones of our own. Please encourage your 
children to sing songs as it helps with language development as well as being fun! 


