
 
 

Spring Term Newsletter 

Year Two: Miss Williamson (Class Teacher), Mrs Swanton (TA), Ms Deserbais (LSA) 

 

Dear Parents, 

A very Happy New Year to you all! As always, it gives me great pleasure to welcome you and your 

children back to school for the Spring term. The information below will give you a greater 

understanding of what the children are being taught in Reading, Writing, Mathematics and 

Foundation subjects, will help you to support your child at home and will explain Year Two 

expectations for this term. Please do not hesitate to contact me in person or through the School 

Office if you have any further queries. 

Kind Regards,    

Miss Williamson 

 

Weekly Dates: 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

  
Music 
 
Spelling Test 
 
Library 
 
 

 
Homework 
(collected in) 
 
  

 
P.E.  
(Children to bring 
in P.E. kit) 

Homework 
(handed out) 
 
Computing 
(alternate weeks) 
 
Book Club (24th Jan, 

7th Feb, 28th Feb, 13th 
March) 

 

Additional Notes: 

Communication  

If you have any queries or concerns throughout the school year, please do not hesitate to speak to 

me in the playground. You may wish to leave a message with Mrs. Hodnett to organise an 

appointment before or after school, or you may place a note in your child’s reading record or 

homework book. 

 

Useful Dates for the Diary: 

Class Assembly: Thursday 23rd January 9.10am  

Trip to Holland Park Ecology Centre: Wednesday 5th February 9.15am-2pm  

Trip to Odds Farm: Monday 16th March 9am-3.30pm 

Parents Meetings: Wednesday 12th and Thursday 13th February 3.30pm-6pm 

SATS Information Workshop: Date in April TBC 

 



 
 

Reading 

The children will be taking part in guided reading groups every Tuesday – Friday. They will also be 

reading individually with myself, Mrs Swanton and/or parent readers at least once a week. For this 

reason, it is important that your child brings in his/her reading record and reading book each day. 

Reading books will be changed when necessary and your child will be given 2 books each time. 

Please note that children reading lengthy books are not expected to finish one every night.  

In Year One, we strongly encouraged you to hear you child read regularly at home to develop their 

fluency and enthusiasm to read for pleasure. As we move in Year Two, we place greater emphasis on 

comprehension skills. Whilst reading fluency remains very important, we now encourage you to 

focus on key comprehension questions once your child has finished their reading book. These will be 

given out in line with your child’s reading band. The skills required for the children to answer these 

questions will also help them to tackle SATS comprehension questions independently towards the 

end of the year. Do let us know how confidently your child recalled their story by making a brief note 

in their reading record. 

Phonics, Spelling and Grammar 

We continue to practise spelling and grammar from the Year Two curriculum for 15-20 minutes each 

day. Any children who require extra input to consolidate spelling of their Set 2 and 3 sounds take 

part in additional speed sound and spelling sessions 3 times a week. 

Homework 

The children will be given Year Two homework on a Friday which will then be collected in the 

following Wednesday. The homework will be an English activity, a Mathematics task and 5 to 10 

spellings based on our spelling rule of the week, high frequency words and/or Year Two ‘common 

exception words’ (red words). Please do not hesitate to speak to me if you have any concerns 

regarding the time spent on homework. 

This term it is important for each child to learn their 2, 5 and 10 times tables and related division 

facts off by heart. This helps them to solve arithmetic and reasoning problems fluently in SATS 

papers and school challenges. We do plenty of work in school to support the children’s 

understanding of multiplication as a concept, so regular practise at home (beginning in order e.g. 1 x 

2 = 2, 2 x 2 = 4 and progressing to mixed order) can be really beneficial. Mathletics and websites 

such as https://www.timestables.co.uk can help children enjoy the process a little more! 

 

Library 

We continue to visit the library once a week, during which time the children will have the 

opportunity to choose a book to scan out and take home. The children may keep their library book 

for one week. They must return their library book upon their next visit to the library.  

Show and Tell 

The children will be set a ‘Habitat Box’ homework project in the week beginning 27th January. It will 

be due in 2 weeks later, when we will invite Year One into the classroom to see their creations.  

 

https://www.timestables.co.uk/


 
 

Class Dojo 

We shall continue to use Class Dojo to reward children’s positive behaviour choices and hard work in 

Year Two. Every 10 points they will be awarded a ‘scented sticker’ and every 20 points they will 

receive a ‘Dip in the Dark’ from the class prize box. As a parent, you may wish to track your child’s 

dojo score via the Dojo App.  

 

Assessment 

 Teacher Assessment 

 Benchmarking – Reading 

(This assesses the children’s fluency, comprehension and inference skills against their 

reading colour band) 

 SATS – Government Set Test  

(There will be a separate SATS meeting later on this year) 

 End of Year Judgements 

(At the end of the year, the children will be assessed as Working Towards, Working At, or 

Working at Greater Depth within the expected standard) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

  

R.E. 

In R.E. we shall be covering the following 
theme: 

 The Good News – we shall be learning 
about how Jesus can change sadness into 
joy and to thank Jesus for his help. 

 We shall reflect on Jesus’ power to help 
others and what good news means for us. 

Topic 

We shall be comparing a small area of a non-European 
country, Kabbubu in Uganda, to our own local area: 

 Name and locate the 7 continents and 5 oceans of the 
world 

 Locate Uganda on a world map 

 Learn about daily life of a child in Kabbubu village 

 Compare daily life of a child in Kabbubu to our own 

 Research climate and animals of Uganda and compare to 
that of the UK 

 

Science 

Our topic is Living Things and their Habitats 
and we shall be learning to: 

 Explore and compare the differences 
between things that are living, dead 
and have never been alive.  

 Understand that where most living 
things live affects the way they look. 

 Describe how different habitats 
provide for the basic needs of 
different kinds of animals and plants 
and how they depend on each other. 

Numeracy 

Multiplication and Divison 

 odd and even numbers 

 solve problems involving x and / using 
materials, arrays, facts and repeated addition 

 recall multiplication and division facts for 2, 5 
and 10 and use them to solve simple 
problems, demonstrating an understanding of 
commutativity as necessary 

Fractions 

 write and recognize ½, ¼, 1/3 and 2/4 of 
shapes and numbers 

Measurement 

 compare and sequence intervals of time.  
*tell and write the time to five minutes, 
including quarter past/to the hour and draw 
the hands on a clock face to show these times 

 know the number of minutes in an hour and 
the number of hours in a day 

 

Literacy 

Through our main text – Meerkat Mail – we shall be 
focusing on the following text types and features in 
our writing: 

 Narraive text ‘Meerkat Mail’ 
- Letter format – date, address, paragraphs 
- Book review – compare to link texts/ 

headings/sub-headings 
- Conjunctions (and, but, or, when, if, that, 

because) 
- Suffixes (-ment, -ness, -ful, -less, -ly) 
- Commas in a list 
- Apostrophe (for possession, missing letters)  
- Reinforce: capital letters, full stops, question 

marks, exclamation marks 
 

 Non-Fiction texts ‘Animal factfiles’ 
- Title, introduction  
- Headings/sub-headings 
- Editing and improving our work 

Art and Design 

We shall be looking at 
traditional  African  masks 
and recreating their 
geometric patterns. We 
shall learn to blend warm 
and cool colours to create 
sunset effects. We shall 
learn to use sketching 
pencils to create our own 
animal portraits. 

Handwriting 

The children will take 
part in cursive 
handwriting sessions 
three times a week. 

Spring 1 

African  Plains 

Computing 

Use trial and error to produce 

'instructions' to control a floor 'robot' or 

on-screen object; refine (de-bug) and 

improve / make changes  

 

P.E. 

Dance with Mrs 

Fiorillo.  

 

Music 

Music with Mr 

Brunori. 

 

Spelling 

Year 2 Spelling 
Appendix; Common 
Exception Words 

Trips 

Holland Park Ecology 

Centre Wednesday 5th 

February 9.10am-2pm 

 



 
 

 

R.E. 

In R.E. we shall be covering the following 
theme: 

 The Mass – to know and understand each 
part of the Mass (the beginning, the 
Readings, gifts to God, the consecration 
and Holy Communion. 

 

Topic 

We shall be learning all about Farms, as well as expanding 

our geographical knowledge of the world around us: 

 Map study features of a Sussex farm – compare to 

farms in Uganda 

 Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the 

United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold 

areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the 

North and South Poles 

 

Science 

Our topic is Living Things and their Habitats 

and we shall be learning to: 

 Describe how animals obtain their 
food from plants and other animals, 
using the idea of a simple food chain  

 Identify sources of food. 
 Describe life cycles of certain animals 

 

 

Numeracy 

Addition and Subtraction 

 learn the column method for adding and 

subtracting 2- and 3-digit numbers 

 solve 1 and 2 step word problems using 

addition and subtraction 

 use the inverse relationship to solve missing 

number problems 

Statistics 

 interpret and construct simple pictograms, 

tally charts, block diagrams and simple tables 

and answer simple questions by counting the 

number of objects in each category and 

sorting the categories by quantity 

 ask and answer questions about totalling and 

comparing categorical data 

Measurement 

 choose and use appropriate standard units to 

estimate and measure length/height, mass, 

temperature and capacity to the nearest unit 

using rulers, scales, thermometers and 

vessels 

Literacy 

Through our main texts – Peter Rabbit and Fantastic 
Mr Fox – we shall be focusing on the following 
features in our writing: 

 Narrative text  
- Peter Rabbit (Children to create their own 

adventure) 
- Conjunctions (and, but, or, when, if, that, 

because) 
- Speech Marks 
- Apostrophe (for possession, missing letters)  

 

 Explanation text   
- How to trap a fox 
- Headings/Sub-headings 
- Rhetorical  questions 

 

 Recount ‘On the Farm’ 
- Editing and improving our work 
- Reinforce: capital letters, full stops, question 

marks, exclamation marks 
 
 

D.T. 

We shall be looking 

closely at paintings by 

Peter Breugel the Elder 

and LS Lowry and have a 

go at recreating our own 

in the same style. 

 

Handwriting 

The children will take 
part in cursive 
handwriting sessions 
three times a week. 

Spring 2 

On the Farm 

Computing 

Using Google Maps to 

view satellite images of 

farms. 

P.E. 

Invasion Games and 

Cricket with Mrs 

Fiorillo.  

 

Music 

Music with Mr 

Brunori. 

 

Spelling 

Year 2 Spelling 
Appendix; Common 
Exception Words 

Trips 

Odds Farm Monday 16th  

March 9am-3.30pm 

 


