
Year 3 Curriculum Letter 

January 2022 

Dear Parents, 

Happy New Year! I hope that you are all rested and refreshed for a fantastic new term in 

Year 3. This curriculum letter will give you an overview of what the spring term will look 

like and go into detail of the learning we have planned for this upcoming term.  

Miss McAlea 

English  

In English, we endeavour to have an isolated SPaG lesson every Tuesday. We will be 

covering Year 3 statutory requirements such as prefixes, suffixes, homophones and 

apostrophes. In our first term, we are focusing on the reading stimulus ‘The Mysteries of 

Harris Burdick’ by Chris Van Allburg. We will be using this stimulus to link to our overall 

English topic of ‘Adventure and Suspense’, we will be creating suspense stories and 

developing our skills of inference and questioning using the images provided in the ‘The 

Mysteries of Harris Burdick’. 

Later in the term, we will focus on non-fiction writing. We will cover a range of non-fiction 

writing pieces, and where possible we aim to make this cross curricular. Our instruction 

writing will be linked to our Spring 2 science topic – light and shadows. Year 3 will also be 

writing comparative texts in a cross-curricular link with our Geography topic – Barcelona and 

London. Poetry is also a topic we cover in Spring 2. 

We also have allocated a 30 minutes slot throughout the week to visit our fantastic school 

library. In our library visits, we encourage children to read, find new authors and simply 

build their love of reading in a fantastic reading environment. 

Mathematics  

We will begin the spring term with a continuation of the multiplication and division topic we 

started in autumn. The children will then move onto the topic of money and will learn to 

count pounds and pence and the addition and subtraction of money. Following this, Year 3 

will do a fortnight of statistics, learning how to draw and interpret different types of charts 

and graphs. Later in the term, we will cover length and perimeter and our final unit will be 

fractions. Throughout these topics, we will be looking at developing our using and applying 

skills, our mathematical reasoning and mental arithmetic.  

We will continue to practice times tables. The children will be expected to know all their 

times tables by the end of the year. Please do encourage them to practise as much as possible, 

the more practice, the better!  



Science  

In our first topic of spring term, Year 3 will be covering the topic ‘Rocks and Soils’. Year 3 

will be grouping and identifying different rocks, discovering fossils and investigating 

scientists. We also have a variety of science experiments within the topic, with one focusing 

on investigating soil permeability.  

After half term, our topic will be ‘Light and Shadows’. Year 3 will learn about how light is 

created, how it is transmitted through a variety of materials and develop their understanding 

of the source of light. Within this topic, children will be creating a shadow puppet to use their 

skills and knowledge of light and shadows to create a theatre show.   

 

Religious Education  

Our first RE topic is ‘The Sacrament of Reconcilliation’. Through this topic we will learn to 

describe our own belief of God and to understand the link between religion and forgiveness. 

We will discuss the symbols of Christianity and continue to develop and build upon our 

religious vocabulary. Our RE topic allows children to use specialist vocabulary, whilst 

practicing their discussion skills. Later this term, we will be studying the topic ‘Celebrating 

the Mass’.  

Geography 

Our topic for Geography this term is ‘London and Barcelona. We will be comparing the 

different aspects of the two cities using physical and human geography. We will be learning 

about different landmarks and features of each city and develop our understanding of 

comparison. Later in the term, we will have a Spanish day – where we experience food, 

music and culture from Spain. Our Geography topic will link with our English non-fiction 

focus in spring 2.  

Personal, Social and Health Education  

This year, Fulham Football Club are taking Year 3 for PSHE on Wednesday afternoons. They 

will continue to cover important topics such as teamwork and the importance of friendship. 

We will also have isolated RSE lessons about understanding and respecting our bodies, and 

how to practice emotional wellbeing. Each RSE lesson will focus on a different Gospel story 

which will give the children background to the learning.  

Art & Design  

Within Art, the children will learn about the artist Cezanne. We will be focusing on still life 

drawing and painting. We will be practicing the skills needed for still life paintings, and these 

skills will be used to create a final piece of artwork.  



 

 

Computing  

The children will learn about the importance of e-safety continuously throughout the year. 

We will be using computer programming websites such as scratch, as an educational tool for 

programming. These visual programming tools help users to create projects and practice their 

coding skills. After half term, we will be working on the topic ‘I’m a composer’. 

PE  

Children will have PE every Thursday with Fulham Football Club. Children must arrive at 

school in their PE kits every Thursday rather than regular school uniform. The children will 

be learning net and wall games such as short tennis where they focus on aiming/accuracy and 

directional control.  

Homework  

Homework will be the same as first term. Maths and Literacy homework will be set on a 

Monday and is to be handed back into school the following Monday in their homework 

books. Alongside the Maths and Literacy, children will be given spellings and times tables to 

be learned for the following week. Their times table tests will take place on a Friday morning 

and spelling tests on Friday afternoons.  

Reading  

Please encourage your children to read every night and to record what they have read in their 

reading records. Once a week your child should read aloud with an adult or older sibling at 

home. The adult must record a comment about the child’s reading and sign their name. 

Children can read their own books from home in addition to reading books at school. 

Reading books will be changed weekly on a Wednesday morning. Please make sure your 

child has brought their book and reading record into school on Wednesdays.  

Children have been assessed for their reading level using the ‘Read, Write, Inc.’ scheme. 

Read, Write, Inc books focus on vocabulary, understanding and comprehension. If your child 

is given a Read, Write, Inc book, please ensure you are using the questions and vocabulary at 

the back of the Read, Write, Inc books before you return it. This is essential to get the most 

out of the book and to help your child progress. 

If your child is on Read, Write, Inc books, they will be given two reading books every 

Wednesday. One book will be the official ‘Read Write Inc.’ book, and the second will be an 

appropriately matched adapted book. The Read Write Inc. book must be kept for a week to 



give your children chance to read, go through vocabulary, spellings and tasks. The adapted 

book is to be used alongside this for extra reading. 

If your child is a ‘free reader’ they will be allocated to choose a book from our ‘Chapter 1’, 

‘Chapter 2’, ‘Chapter 3’ scheme we have been using since autumn term. They will only 

receive one book per week. 

 

 

 

I’m looking forward to another fun and exciting term filled with learning with Year 3! 

Kind Regards,  

Miss McAlea  

 
 


