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Dear Parents,  

Welcome back to Our Lady of Victories after a well-deserved summer break! I am very excited about 

our first term in Year 3 and I hope your children have all enjoyed settling back into school and joining 

their new class. This curriculum letter will give you an overview of what the autumn term will look like 

and go into detail of the wonderful term of learning we have planned! 

 

Miss McAlea and Mrs D’Auito 

 

English 

We have started this term by recapping our spelling, punctuation and grammar from Year 2, with 

lessons on homophones, conjunctions, suffixes and prefixes. We will then move onto the story of 

‘Egyptian Cinderella’ by Shirley Climo. We will be using this text to link to our overall English topic of 

‘fairy-tales and stories’. This text will develop our reading comprehension skills and act as a stimulus 

for our descriptive writing.  Throughout the term we will be focusing on linking our writing to our 

History topic, ‘The Ancient Egyptians’ whenever possible, so this text covers a cross-curricular link 

between English and History.  

 

Later in the term, we will focus on alternative endings for fairy-tales, using a variety of stories such as 

‘The 3 Little Pigs’ and ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’. These texts will be used to inspire our own 

narrative writing and will help to focus on the use of figurative language and personification to create 

strong story endings. In our non-fiction work, the children will write informational reports and 

newspaper reports. They will have a specific grammar lesson every week and the teaching of grammar 

is always implicit in every lesson.  

 

Mathematics 

We will begin the autumn term with place value and consolidating our knowledge of hundreds, tens and 

ones.  The children will then move onto addition and subtraction and will use this to help them solve 

more difficult problems. Our final unit will be multiplication and division. The children will be 

expected to know all their times tables by the end of the year. We will practice times tables frequently, 

both formally with times tables grids and informally using times tables games. Please do encourage 

them to practise as much as possible, the more practice, the better! Throughout these topics, we will be 

looking at developing our using and applying skills, our mathematical reasoning and mental arithmetic.  

 

Science 

In our first topic ‘Plants’ Year 3 will be learning about the requirements to growing a healthy plant, the 

identification of plant parts and the life cycle of plants. The children will grow their own plants within 

the classroom, and they will assess how different environments effect plant growth.  

 

After half term, our topic will be ‘Animals Including Humans’. Year 3 will learn to understand 

nutritious needs for both humans and animals, and identify the impact that diet, smoking and exercise 

has on the human body. They will also identify the main parts of the human circulatory system and 

describe the functions of the heat, blood vessels and blood.  

 

Religious Education 

Our first RE topic is ‘The Christian Family’. Through this topic we will learn the different roles within 

both local and national Churches and reflect on the importance of how the family of Church helps us. 



The children will also learn about the religious symbols and steps involved in the Sacrament of 

Baptism. Our RE topic allows children to use specialist vocabulary, whilst practicing their discussion 

skills. Later this term, we will be studying the topic ‘Mary, our Mother’. 

 

History 

Our topic this term is ‘The Ancient Egyptians’. We will be learning about who the Egyptians were, their 

trade surrounding the River Nile, their famous buildings and pyramids and why they were built, and the 

mummification process. We will cover Pharaohs such as Tutankhamun and Cleopatra, whilst also 

understanding the Egyptian class system and the roles of slaves and workers within society. Our History 

topic is something we are excited for in Year 3, so we have a selection of Egyptian books within our 

classroom for quiet reading, as well as focusing on ‘Egyptian Cinderella’ within English. 

 

Personal, Social and Health Education 

This year, Fulham Football Club are taking Year 3 for PSHE on Wednesday afternoons. They will cover 

topics such as winning and losing, teamwork and the importance of friendship.  

 

Art & Design 

Within Art, the children will learn about the artist Henri Rousseau. They will analyse his artwork and 

the methods and colours used. Year 3 will use a range of mediums to create various pieces of artwork 

inspired by Henri Rousseau. Ultimately, they will work towards creating a final piece of Henri 

Rousseau inspired artwork at the end of the term.   

In DT, we will be learning about Ancient Egyptian artefacts and the children will create their own 

Ancient Egyptian artefacts. This will help the children to understand the historical and cultural 

development of their art forms. 

 

Computing 

The children will learn about the importance of e-safety continuously throughout the year. We will 

begin by using a school program to teach the children how to write their own blogs in our secure ICT 

suite. The blog they create will link to our learning in history. After half term, we will be looking at how 

to use the internet safely for research purposes, we will use these skills when researching in our science 

and history lessons.   

 

PE  

Children will have PE every Thursday with Fulham Football Club. Children must arrive at school in 

their PE kits every Thursday rather than regular school uniform. The children will be learning net and 

wall games such as short tennis where they focus on aiming/accuracy and directional control.  

 

Homework 

Maths and Literacy homework will be set on a Monday and is to be handed back into school the 

following Monday in their homework books. Alongside the Maths and Literacy, children will be given 

spellings and times tables to be learned for the following week. Their times table tests will take place on 

a Friday morning and spelling tests on Friday afternoons. You will be informed privately of your child’s 

times tables and spelling scores on Google Classroom.  

 

Please encourage your children to read every night and to record what they have read in their reading 

records. Once a week your child should read aloud with an adult or older sibling at home. The adult 

must record a comment about the child’s reading and sign their name. Reading books will be changed 

weekly on a Wednesday morning. Please make sure your child has brought their book and reading 

record into school on Wednesdays.  



 

Children have been assessed for their reading level. This will ensure that your child is reading age 

appropriate books labelled as 'Chapter 3', 'Chapter 2' or 'Chapter 1'. Your child will be informed and 

they will know which level books they should be reading. Throughout the year, children will be 

reassessed to ensure they are continuing to read books that they understand, but also challenge them 
 

 

I can’t wait for a fantastic year in Year 3 full of fun and engaging learning. I look forward to getting to 

know your children and yourselves much better in the following weeks.  

 

Kind Regards,  

 

Miss McAlea 


