
Reception Curriculum Letter  

Spring Term January - April 2022 

 

Dear Parents,  

I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas as I did and that Omicron had not interfered with your 

plans. This is a very busy and exciting term. The first topics are Winter, The Arctic and the 

Mythical creatures and ending the Spring terms with Dinosaurs and Easter. 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

We are getting to know Jesus more in the first Half term, learning about what he was like as a little 
boy and meeting some of his friends known as his disciples. Through stories, role-play and songs 
we will learn how Jesus was a good friend and he would want us to be a good friend to others. We 
will read stories of how he looked after others in times of need and performed miracles. In the 
second Half term, we will be focussing on the story of Easter and Jesus’s relationship with his 
friend Peter. We talk about the sorrow and joy that the celebration brings.  Please refer to the 
separate RE curriculum newsletter for further information. We will continue using the “Way , the 
Truth and the Life” RE program for Catholic schools. 

PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT (PSED) 

As the children have settled in Reception, we are focussing more on listening and being kind to 
each other. One of our class rules is kind hands, kind feet and kind words with the last one being 
one of the most important. Being a good friend is listening and talking kindly to people, we will be 
encouraging to play with new friends and building up to team activities. Sharing is always tricky 
but being able to share is doubling their fun as they get to play with a friend – we will be rewarding 
children for acts of kindness and being a good friend in class to act as role models to others 
.Badges will be worn by children each day to be friendship ambassadors. Continue to talk to your 
child about how they are feeling and help them to resolve any conflicts by using their words to talk 
about their frustrations rather than getting upset. I have set up a self regulating corner where 
children can relax, reflect on their behaviour and calm down by using mindful mazes, counting to 
ten, using the 5 finger breathing exercise and using fidget toys to help self regulate. Other children 
will be encouraged to join them to talk about how they are feeling. Many of our children are very 
lucky to have ‘play-dates’ please continue to do this as friendships blossom with time outside of 
school as well. We will also be following the Catholic “Life to the full” program. 

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT (PD) 

To ensure that all the children can start writing more we will continue with fine motor exercises, 
encouraging correct pencil grip and improving size and letter formation. During P.E, Mr Enfield 
will continue with gross motor skills. Please continue supporting your child’s independence 
ensuring they are dressing and undressing themselves. We are so proud of the progress they have 
made since the beginning of the year and they are very pleased with themselves as well. Please 
make sure all articles of clothing are labelled as the children prepare to wear more items due to the 
cold. 

COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE (C&L) 

The children had lots of practise of speaking in public during the Autumn Term with their 
assembly, the Nativity and Christmas carols. During reading and listening to stories we will be 
focussing on answering how and why questions with full sentences to ensure understanding. Also 
a focus on speaking in the correct tense e.g. I am going to the park, I went to the park. We will 



listen to more stories without pictures to develop our listening skills and to encourage use of our 
imagination. Please support your child at home by correcting tenses, keep encouraging them to 
speak in full sentences and read stories or listen to online stories without pictures (I personally 
enjoyed Paddington audio books available on Youtube). There is a big focus on new vocabulary 
and questioning displayed in classrooms in the new EYFS curriculum so that anyone can walk into 
the classroom and ask the children a question about what they are learning about. Please ask at 
home, What are you learning about this week? 

MATHEMATICS (MATHS) 

Now the children have a good understanding of numbers we will use them more in our maths 
investigations. We will start the Spring term recapping number bonds to ten as well as counting 
beyond ten and recognising number to twenty. We will look again at one more and one less, a 
missing number in a sequence. We will also be learning to count in 10’s and 5’s to 100. The children 
will also learn odd and even numbers to ten. One of the pre requisites of the year one teacher is 
that the children come into year one recognising the word of a number to ten and are able to spell 
them, so we will start our mornings learning these. 
As a lot of children do not recognise 2D shapes and their names, we will spend some time 
reinforcing these. 
We will also be looking at 3D shapes and learning their names and how we can recognise them 
around us.  
The children will learn how to measure short periods of time and talk more about the how long 
certain activities take. Finally, we will introduce money by recognising coins and talking more 
about the value of objects and using 1p,2p and 5p to make an amount to 10p. To support your 
child with their maths talk about number they see in the environment. Ask children to estimate: 
How many do you think there are? How long do you think it will take? 

LITERACY (LIT) 

We completed Set 1 sounds in the Autumn term following the R.W.I programme so we will be 
focussing on Set 2 and revision of the digraphs in Set 1, eg  th, ng ,nk ,qu, ch.  Set 2 sound books 
will be sent home to practice learning the sounds as we did with set 1. It is practicing recognising 
and reading only but your child might like to practice writing the words on a separate sheet of 
paper. These books can stay at home and do not need to return to school as before. We will be 
practising daily reading and writing of these sounds along with common tricky (red) words, so the 
children become more independent readers and writers. Regular challenges will be set for the 
children to start writing more than 1 word together to build up to a simple sentence. Again we will 
send out 3 books a week. The first book will be in conjunction with the book we are on in guided 
reading. You might have the book again and that is because we have not passed the 3 stories in 
the red ditty series. Recapping books is vital for fluency and comprehension. These books come 
home on a Monday and the children will keep them for the week to revisit. Oxford reading tree 
books will come home on the other 2 days depending on where your child is at.  As children build 
on fluency then please ask them simple comprehension questions: Who was in the book? What 
happened when? What was your favourite part? A lot of effort goes into sounding out the words 
and sometimes meaning can be lost so this is good way to check if they understand what they are 
reading. We will be reading lots of non-fiction books during our dinosaur topic and talking about 
how they are different to our storybooks. In Spring 1 we will concentrate on Julia Donaldson books 
like Stickman, Sugar lump and the unicorn, Freddie and the fairy, The Gruffalo and Zog to go with 
our topic on Mythical creatures.  

 

 
 



 

PE- Tuesdays 

Music- Thursday 

Library- Friday 

 

       

 

 

  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD (KUW) 

We start the term off looking at Winter and asking questions like, what do we wear in winter and 
why? Where do some animals go in winter? Are all snowflakes the same? How is snow made? We 
then turn our attention onto the Arctic, the animals of the arctic and the Inuit tribe. How they live 
now and how they lived then. We then move onto Mythical creatures and use books by Julia 
Donaldson to help with writing. The mythical creatures we are focusing on are mermaids, 
unicorns, the Gruffalo and dragons. 

Chinese New Year is on Tuesday the 1st of February so we will have an excursion to China Town on 
the 31st of January. The children will learn about the Chinese culture and how dragons played an 
important part and what the Chinese calendar is all about. 

After half term we will concentrate on Dinosaurs. Creatures from our past. We will take a trip to 
the Natural History museum dinosaur section. 

Part of the new curriculum is that children are introduced to maps and mapping of around the 
environment. The children will look at a map of their school, try and draw a map of the classroom 
and eventually follow a map in China town and one to the Natural History museum. 

 

EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN (EAD) 

As the children’s creative skills grow and they become, more confident in using different tools we 
will be encouraging them to try new techniques or combine ones that they know to create their 
own designs. There will be more of a focus on planning, taking time and care into their creations 
first so they know what they need and how they are going to make it so they can feel proud of the 
end result. In the classroom, we always provide a range of small world creatures, people and 
transport so the children can use their imagination to play with others using the language they 
have learnt at school. We will continue to learn new songs and dances and try to make up some 
new ones of our own. Please encourage your children to sing songs as it helps with language 
development as well as being fun! 


