
Nursery Curriculum Letter  

Spring Term January 2020 

Dear Parents,  

Welcome back and a very happy new year to you all. We have a very exciting term packed full of exciting 

learning. Our topics for the term are “Winter, Occupations and Animals of the world.” We are planning a 

trip to China Town, hopefully have some parents in to tell us what their occupation is, and we will visit the 

Mammals at the Natural History Museum. 

Phonics begins this term with a sound per week. 

I would like to remind you that it is your responsibility to check that your child’s spare clothes bag has 

clothing for us to change your child if they have an accident or get wet during water play. 

Because name writing and phonics is first thing in the morning, please make sure your child is at school by 

8.50am. 

Regards  

Mrs Powell and Miss Lerena 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

In RE this term we will be looking at the Holy family by exploring stories like, Jesus being brought to the 
temple and Jesus getting lost at the temple to how Jesus loved the little children. We then focus on the 
topic of Good friends, exploring how Jesus chose his friends, how he helped others, forgiveness and love 
and the eventually a sad time when Jesus dies on the cross- Easter. 

PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT (PSED) 

The children have settled in very nicely into the class routine and they are starting to form friendship 
groups. They are learning the classroom and school rules but will still need rule reminders to allow them 
to develop their sense of right and wrong, appropriate behaviour when resolving a conflict, sharing and 
waiting for a turn. We encourage the children to use their words when they do not like how they are 
being treated, “stop, I don’t like it” and if this does not work, they are then to tell an adult. We will 
continue re enforcing these until your child feels they can independently resolve a conflict, wait their 
turn and share with others. As from the nativity, I have been encouraging children to dress themselves. 
This will continue. All the children can now put their coats on by themselves. The next step is, zipping up 
their own coats. Please encourage your children to dress themselves because in Reception, they will 
need to get dressed and undressed for PE. Your children are very capable and enjoy the positive 
recognition of doing things for themselves, so please allow them to be more independent.  I will also 
encourage the children to do little tasks and follow out an instruction. 

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT (PD) 

The children will be encouraged to participate in all fine and gross motor activities 
we plan for them. It is very important to develop their fine motor as they begin to 
write their names and practise their phonics. I provide lots of varied activities for 
them to do so. Please make sure that your child,  if the have got to the tripod 
position when holding a pencil, that they do so correctly and not curl their thumb 
around the pencil. Please see diagram. 
As well as providing activities which develop their gross motor in the playground, 
we will have PE at 11.00 am on a Thursday in the hall where we will climb, hang, 
jump, throw and catch balls, roll, slide, pull, push, throw and manoeuver a small 
ball. If you get your children to tuck their ring finger and baby finger against their palm, the tripod hold is 



  

For diary dates, please see the weekly newsletter. 

automatic. If your child is battling with this, and prefers a certain grip, leave it as it will develop as their 
fingers strengthen but then please encourage fine motor activities at home like play dough, small lego, 
pinching pegs onto a paper plate, cutting, colouring, putting pegs into a pegboard, crawling on their 
hands and feet or pushing a wall, tea spooning flour into a container. The more they do with their 
fingers, the stronger they become. 

COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE (C&L) 

This term I am focusing a lot on language and language enrichment. Your child will be taken aside in a 
small group to work with the teacher to improve sentence construction, to think critically and to 
improve vocabulary as well as understand the concept of a narrative by acting out a story or retelling it 
using pictures or puppets.  Oliver Bear will come and visit your house to explore and do activities with 
your child. When he returns to school with your child, they will have the opportunity to tell us about 
their adventures. As our topic is all about Occupations, we would love to have a few parents in to tell us 
all about what they do. Please let me know if you are interested. 

MATHEMATICS (MATHS) 

This term, the activities in the classroom will continue to reinforce numbers to ten and for some others 
to twenty, recognising, making amounts of and now writing numbers to at least five. We will also 
engage in activities that involve adding two groups together or dividing groups into separate groups, 
size sorting and using the appropriate language associated with size as well as length and capacity. We 
will continue to explore shape as well as introducing 3D shapes into play. Numicon will still play an 
important role in the classroom. Children will also be encouraged to complete a pattern. 

LITERACY (LIT) 

In Literacy this term, we will be encouraging the children to write their names instead of 
recognising their name for morning registration. Every day, first thing in the morning, we 
will be doing the Read Write Inc program for phonics. Set 1 sounds only. We will be 
learning the sounds and how to write them. We will do a sound a week, so that we can 
reinforce the sound. If you would like to encourage your children at home, please 
purchase the yellow Read write inc ,” My reading and writing kit” –early sounds and 
blending, ages 3-5. Cost£ 8.22 on Amazon prime. Mark making and early writing will be encouraged in 
all areas of the classroom, middle area and outdoors. 
Library will continue as per last term. Please read to your children regularly, preferably every night.  
Stories will be read to the children daily to encourage a love of reading, develop vocabulary and 
comprehension. How and Why questions will be asked during story time as well as predicting or 
changing an end to a story. 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD (KUW) 

This term I will concentrate on teaching the children to use the computer mouse to access and complete 
simple games on the computer. Through our topics and through our language groups we will 
concentrate on talking about past events in their lives like a birthday, can talk about similarities and 
differences with relation to their family and friends. They will understand different occupations and how 
some people help us. Chinese New Year, will be looked at so that children can see how other people live, 
what they eat and what they celebrate. A trip to China Town has been planned. Please look in your 
child’s bag each day for a note about this. 

EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN (EAD) 

The children will continue exploring with colour, textures and tools to produce a piece of art. Their 
pictures have started to represent things and this will be further encouraged allowing the children to 
have free access to different tools and techniques. Dance and drama will be encouraged as the topics 
this term lend themselves to wonderful experimentation. We will continue to use musical instruments to 
learn about rhythm, pitch and tempo. 


