
Nursery Curriculum Letter  

Autumn Term September-December 2019 

Dear Parents,  

Welcome to Our Lady of Victories Nursery. I am excited about the first term of the academic year and 

welcoming your child to Our Lady of Victories. I am planning a wonderful term of learning focussed on two 

topics: ‘Super me’, which is all about getting to know each other, our bodies and our family, and ‘Once 

upon a celebration’, which will focus on the change of seasons, bonfire night, fairy tales and Christmas. 

The children will be developing their skills across all areas as they learn through structured play. Below is a 

synopsis of each curriculum area outlining what your child will begin to learn this term.  

Regards  

Mrs Powell and Miss Lerena 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Over the autumn term our RE topics will be God’s Wonderful World of plants and animals, as well as God 
made us and loves us. During the coming weeks we will be participating in practical activities that will 
help us understand that God knows and loves us and we are a part of His family. We will be looking at all 
the wonderful fruits, flowers and animals He created. In the second half of the term we will also learn 
about Advent and Christmas. We will be focusing on our special festival of Christmas and the birth of 
Jesus Christ. The children will learn the story of Christmas through our class nativity performance.  
Please refer to the separate RE curriculum newsletter for further information.  

PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT (PSED) 

Getting to know the other children in the Nursery and learning how to get along with one another is of 
paramount importance during the autumn term. We will help the children settle in and develop effective 
communication skills so they can build friendships, learn to share and play alongside each other 
respectfully and engage in group activities. We promote autonomous learning whereby children are able 
to independently select activities. They learn to take pride and ownership in their own learning. 
Encouraging your children to be independent at home will help support their social development.  

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT (PD) 

Learning about health and hygiene is an important first step at nursery.  The children will be supported 
with toileting and encouraged to be independent when telling an adult they need the toilet, going to the 
toilet and washing their hands. The children will develop an awareness of healthy eating.  In the Early 
Years area we have our outdoor learning environment where children will have opportunities to learn 
physical skills developing their motor skills and coordination. They will learn to skip, hop, climb, and 
travel confidently in various ways such as crawling, sliding and rolling. P.E is on a Thursday, so please 
make sure your children are wearing trainers on that day. They will develop their fine motor skills 
through using tools, scissors, small cutters, tweezers, tongs, rolling pins and pens.  Building with large 
construction blocks in the outside area improves gross motor skills, strength and spatial awareness. 
These skills are vital for developing hand writing and eye hand coordination.  

COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE (C&L) 

This term the children will begin to develop their communication and language skills in a variety of 
ways. Our topic for the first half term is ‘Super me’ and in the second half term our topic for learning is 
‘Once upon a celebration’. Through daily story and role play sessions the children will begin to learn new 
vocabulary and develop an understanding of story language and characters.   Classroom wall displays 
show topic related key vocabulary that children will become familiar with and use during activities. They 
will begin to build up a repertoire of songs, rhymes and chants. The children will also be developing the 
ability to attend and listen to stories and group discussions with greater focus and for longer periods. 
We use fun and interesting topics with related songs and rhymes to capture the children’s attention. 

MATHEMATICS (MATHS) 



 
Our mathematics provision will include learning about numbers in fun and exciting ways. In Nursery this 
term we will be looking at numerals 1-5 and then up to 10. We will also begin to develop the skills to be 
able to count objects accurately from 1-5 and then up to 10. Counting will be included in many daily 
activities for example counting children’s names in the register, pieces of fruit during snack time, singing 
counting songs and nursery rhymes and counting movements and objects in play. The children will be 
taught to recognise and name familiar colours and simple 2D shapes in the environment through a 
variety of activities including a ‘Shape Hunt’ around the school.  Included in our provision will be 
activities and resources that promote the use of the language of size, volume and weight. 
 

LITERACY (LIT) 

 
During the first term, children will be provided with a variety of mark making and early writing 
opportunities to use fun and engaging resources including white boards and pens, chalk, magic pens, 
letter stamps, finger prints and paints. We promote children’s awareness of print in the environment 
and ensure that our display include vocabulary as well as pictures and diagrams. Looking at writing in 
different contexts will help children realise it can be used for many purposes. We will spend time looking 
at magazines, menus, maps, road signs, shop logos, number plates and packaging.  
Initially this term the children will be encouraged to recognise their own name in print using the self-
registration system and a variety of games and activities. Those children that are interested and ready 
will be given the opportunity to begin to form the letters of their names. 
Throughout the term we will use books as an important learning resource. The children will participate 
in activities that develop their understanding of story structure, character and setting. We will use 
puppets, role play props, and picture cards. Library is on a Tuesday and a Friday, so please make sure 
library books are in their bags on those days. 
Our school follows the Read Write Inc Phonics programme whereby the children are encouraged to 
learn sounds of letters in the alphabet and how to write them and recognise them in words. Children 
begin Read Write Inc sessions in January and sooner if they are ready.  
You can encourage your child’s learning at home by exploring different sounds and talking about and 
identifying sounds and emphasising the initial sound of words. At this stage we encourage you to use 
the phonetic sound a letter instead of the name of a letter eg ‘ssss’ not ‘ess’ and ‘buh’ not ‘bee’. 
 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD (KUW) 

 
Through our ‘Super me’ topic, children will be encouraged to think about who they are, their family and 
their home and community. Being aware of what makes them unique and where they come from helps 
children at this age to gain self-awareness. Activities during which, the children talk about their family, 
identify their different physical features and the people and events that are important to them will 
further develop their understanding of the world. This links well to our Religious Education curriculum 
where the children will be thinking about how God knows and loves each of us. 
The children have access to a wide range of technological equipment. With adult guidance and 
supervision they will have opportunities to develop their skills using electronic robots, interactive white 
boards, Ipads and computer software.  
The children will also be learning about the change in the seasons during the second half of the term. 
Through practical activities such as leaf collecting and printing, picture matching cards and songs and 
stories, the children will begin to develop an awareness of the environment. We will also be learning 
about how some of the foods we eat are grown and harvested on farms.  
 

EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN (EAD) 



Reading with your child 

A few minutes a day is all it takes to build key reading skills. Here 
are a few ways to build a better reader from birth to age five. 

       

 

 

  

Children are naturally creative. In the nursery we have a strong emphasis on promoting creativity. We 
provide a variety of opportunities for children to freely express themselves.  We encourage the children 
to manipulate and use a range of materials and tools to develop 2D and 3D crafts representing different 
objects. The children will have regular ‘challenges’ to make objects and use tools for a specific purpose, 
while expressing themselves creatively. Our role play area changes according to the topic and the 
children’s interest in order to develop the children’s understanding of different environments and 
provide opportunities to further their language and social skills. We have a Junk Modelling Zone where 
children can construct using a range of recycled materials. We would appreciate your used packaging, 
boxes, paper, plastic bottles, ribbon, string, buttons (anything). Your waste is our treasure to make 
beautiful art! 

Dates for your diary... 
 Please read the weekly newsletter for the important upcoming events. 

1. Create rituals and read together 

every day. 

2. Snuggle up 

close with a 

book. 4. Share different kinds 

of books. 

“Good readers are made on the lap  

of a parent.” 

3. Talk about the 

pictures and ask 

questions. 

5. Read favourite 

books again and 

again. 


