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As Christmas draws closer the excitement in
school is growing. A big crowd of volunteers
participated in the Earls Court carols, sponsored by
tlc when the Christmas lights were turned on
by the Mayor of Kensington and Chelsea. Despite
having had only a little practice, they sang with so
much enthusiasm that they won the friendly
competition between local schools!

School Governors
Meet the new Parent Governors
I am Francesco D’Aiuto and I am delighted to
have been chosen as a new Parent Governor at
our lovely school. A huge thank you to everyone
who voted for me. I have been linked to Our Lady
of Victories Primary School for over 13 years now.
I moved to London 21 years ago with my wife and
started my family in Kensington.
I got involved with the Parish community first, and with the
School community soon after the arrival of our first daughter. I
have witnessed all the changes at the School over the years especially with the latest addition of our great Headmaster,
Mr McPhilemy. Some of you may know me from the Children’s
Liturgy which I coordinate/organise on Sundays at Our Lady of
Victories Church, or from the First Holy Communion Course,
where I am a catechist.
In my professional life I am a specialist dentist, leading an
academic Unit at UCL/UCLH and works at a few dental practices
across central London. Several years of experience in management/leadership in education, leading small and larger teams of
educators and graduate students represent the main assets I
could bring to the School.
My wish is to support Mr McPhilemy’s team in delivering the best
education for our children in a safe and stimulating environment.
Our children’s development will be at the heart of my motivation
as a parent, teacher and governor. This is why I am confident that
Our Lady of Victories School will be the best place for our children
to not only develop to their full potential, but also continue
to create great memories of their time at primary school.
Kind regards,
Francesco

I’m delighted and honoured to become a Parent Governor at
OLOV. My son Malachi is in his second year at the school and
since his first day at Reception has had this immense pride and
joy at being a part of this family.
I work in property as a Director at Savills covering Knightsbridge
and South Kensington where the school is based. My background
is actually one of a Biomedical Scientist but before you ask, unfortunately have no secret solutions to Covid…
My wife is a Criminal Defence Barrister and we have one other
son, Jesse, who one day I hope will join Malachi at Our Lady of
Victories.
I am looking forward to being a bridge between the school and the
parents of our children, taking their welfare and education as an
absolute priority, and hoping to be the very best representative I
can.
Best wishes
Danny Daniel

School Council
The School Council have been very busy this term. They have
prepared and led assemblies for anti-bullying week. As part of this they
also led an appeal for donations for the Catholic Children’s Society
(CCS) which does essential work to help local families in need.

A message from Ken and Valerie:
We recently asked all the children to make a donation to
the Catholic Children’s Society and we raised £423.
Thank you everyone for your generosity!
We wrote to Emily at CCS and this is her reply:

Your school councillors
would like to know what
school improvements you
want them to discuss this
year.
Please give your ideas to
any of the councillors.

HOUSES
All of the children at Our Lady of Victories belong to a house. At Our Lady of
Victories the Houses are all named for a saint who was closely linked to Our
Lady, the school’s patron saint.
They are Saint Anne, Mary’s mother
Saint Joseph, Mary’s husband
Saint Elizabeth, Mary’s cousin
Saint John, Mary’s protector after Jesus’ death
Saint Bernadette, to whom Mary appeared at Lourdes
Leaders from Year 5 and 6 have been chosen as House Captains. They will hold
regular meetings, where the group will learn more about their patron saint and
what they can teach us. Children can earn points towards the house cup for good
behaviour, helping others, showing respect, trying hard, being kind ( and all the
other saintly virtues).
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‘Young Missionaries’
We are always looking for ways to give the children a
chance to contribute to the life of the school, both with
their actions and their ideas. The newest group who will
have a special role in doing this is a youth chaplaincy
team.
Temporarily they will be called ‘Young Missionaries’ but
at present they are debating the name they want to adopt
for themselves—ideas are welcome!
They will assist in preparing school liturgies which
include assemblies, class liturgical worship and masses.
They will also take responsibility for the special places of
prayer around the school. However, their most important
role will be to be a good disciple of Jesus, to show by
their actions and words that they are ready to serve
others in our school community by being ready to listen,
to share, to support and to care.
They started by representing the school at Westminster
Cathedral, where the Catholic Children’s Society held an
Advent Service for all the schools of the diocese.
Here they are with the angel, Penelope, who narrated the
nativity story, with a very exciting appearance by Clover
the donkey and a goat named Lily!

The next task for the group will be to select the
charities that they wish to promote and support this
year. If you have any ideas please forward your
suggestions to info@olov.rblc.sch.uk (for the
attention of Miss Morrison)

Clareville Street rang with the sound of Christmas carols and
songs, as the children of each class sang in the playground for
a huge audience of parents. If you were unable to be there you
can see the video on your child’s google classroom.

