
Geography curriculum coverage 

Year 

group 

Area of Geography or 

Topic studied 

National Curriculum Programme of Study Additional Coverage of 

locational knowledge 

Year 

1 

Our local area 

 

 

use simple directions and locational language to 

describe features and routes on maps; use aerial phots 

to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical 

feature; devise simple maps and use basic symbols in a 

key 

 

Comparing  

Indonesia and Iceland 

Identify the location of hot and cold areas in relation to 

the equator and the North and South Poles 

Name and locate the four 

countries of the United 

Kingdom  

Year 

2 

Countries and continents of 

the world  

Countries and cities of the 

UK 

Name and locate the world’s 7 continents and 5 

oceans;  

 

Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four 

countries of the UK, their capital cities and surrounding 

seas 

 

Compare the UK with Kenya Compare similarities and differences between a small 

area of the UK and a  small area in a contrasting non-

European country 

 

Weather Identify seasonal and daily weather in the UK  

Year 

3 

Compare London and 

Barcelona 

Locate European countries and cities on maps; 

understand the differences and similarities in human and 

physical geography between the UK and a region in a 

European country 

Describe and understand key aspect of human 

geography 

Name and locate major 

cities of the United Kingdom. 



Year 

4 

Mountains, volcanoes and 

earthquakes 

Describe and understand key aspect of physical 

geography - mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes 

Identify the World’s countries, 

focussing on Europe 

(Including Russia) 

Year 

5 

Rainforests (general, Mayan 

and Amazon) 

Understand the differences and similarities in human 

and physical geography between the UK and a region 

South America; Describe and understand key aspect of 

human geography 

Describe and understand key aspect of physical 

geography- climate zones and biomes 

Locate the countries in North 

and South America. 

Identify the position and 

significance of latitude, 

longitude, Equator, Northern 

Hemisphere, Southern 

Hemisphere, Tropics of 

Cancer and Capricorn, 

Arctic and Antarctic Circle, 

Greenwich Meridian and 

time zones. 

Year 

6 

Water cycles and rivers Describe and understand key aspects of physical 

geography- water cycles and rivers 

Name and locate counties 

and cities of the United 

Kingdom. 
 

All aspects of Geographical knowledge and skills will be covered as part of the topics planned for each class ( locational 

knowledge, place knowledge, human and physical geography and the using maps strand of geographical skills and 

fieldwork). 

The will be a discrete additional focus on fieldwork to cover compass directions in each year group. 



 


